
Here is everything the Gospel of Matthew has to say about the topic of baptism.

“Now in those days John the Baptist *came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet, 
saying, 

“THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, 
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT!’” 

Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist; and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all Judea, and all the district around 
the Jordan; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they confessed their sins. But 
when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? “Therefore bear fruit in keeping with 
repentance; and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I 
say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. “And the axe is already 
laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. “His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will 
gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Then Jesus 
arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John to be baptized by him. But John tried to prevent 
Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” But Jesus answered and 
said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
permitted Him. And after being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the 
heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon Him, and 
behold, there was a voice out of the heavens saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased.””
(Matthew 3:1–17 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._3:1

“Now as these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, “What did you go
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? “But what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! “But what did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. “This is the one about 
whom it is written, 

‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, 
WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.’ “Truly I say to you, among those born 

of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. “And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. “For all the prophets and the Law prophesied 
until John. “And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come. “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear. “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces, who call out to the other children, and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not 
dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they 
say, ‘He has a demon!’ “The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous 
man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.””
(Matthew 11:7–19 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._11:7

https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._3:1
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._11:7


“At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the news about Jesus, and said to his servants, “This is John the 
Baptist; he has risen from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.” For when 
Herod had John arrested, he bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, the wife of his 
brother Philip. For John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.” And although 
Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they were regarding John as a prophet. 
But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased Herod, so 
much that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. Now having been prompted by her 
mother, she said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.” And although he was 
grieved, the king commanded it to be given because of his oaths, and because of his dinner guests. And 
he sent and had John beheaded in the prison. And his head was brought on a platter and given to the 
girl, and she brought it to her mother. And his disciples came and took away the body and buried it; and
they went and reported to Jesus.”
(Matthew 14:1–12 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._14:1

“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking His disciples, saying, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” And Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, because flesh and blood did not reveal 
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. “I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.” Then He warned the disciples that they should 
tell no one that He was the Christ.”
(Matthew 16:13–20 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._16:13

“And six days later Jesus brought with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led them up on a
high mountain by themselves. And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, 
and His garments became as white as light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking 
with Him. And Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will 
make three booths here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still 
speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is
My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” And when the disciples heard this, they
fell on their faces and were terrified. And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, “Get up, and 
do not be afraid.” And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone. And as they 
were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until 
the Son of Man has risen from the dead.” And His disciples asked Him, saying, “Why then do the 
scribes say that Elijah must come first?” And He answered and said, “Elijah is coming and will restore 
all things; but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him 
whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples 
understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist.”
(Matthew 17:1–13 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._17:1

“And when He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to Him while He 
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these things, and who gave You this 
authority?” And Jesus answered and said to them, “I will also ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I

https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._17:1
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._16:13
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._14:1


will also tell you by what authority I do these things. “The baptism of John was from what source, from
heaven or from men?” And they began reasoning among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
He will say to us, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’ “But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the crowd; 
for they all regard John as a prophet.” And they answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.” He also 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”
(Matthew 21:23–27 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._21:23

“But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. And when 
they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
keep all that I commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.””
(Matthew 28:16–20 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Matt._28:16
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