
Everything the Gospel of Luke has to say about baptism.

“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. And he came into all the district
around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; as it is written in the 
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

“THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 
‘MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD, 
MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. ‘EVERY RAVINE WILL BE FILLED, 
AND EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL WILL BE BROUGHT LOW; 
THE CROOKED WILL BE STRAIGHT, 
AND THE ROUGH ROADS SMOOTH. AND ALL FLESH WILL SEE THE SALVATION 

OF GOD.’” So he was saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? “Therefore bear fruits in keeping with 
repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father,’ for I say to you 
that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. “But indeed the axe is already laid 
at the root of the trees; therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire.” And the crowds were questioning him, saying, “Then what should we do?” And he would 
answer and say to them, “The man who has two tunics is to share with him who has none; and he who 
has food is to do likewise.” And tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they said to him, “Teacher,
what should we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more than what you have been ordered to.” And 
soldiers were also questioning him, saying, “What should we also do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
take money from anyone by force, or extort anyone, and be content with your wages.” Now while the 
people were in a state of expectation and all were reasoning in their hearts about John, as to whether he 
was the Christ, John answered, saying to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with water, but One is 
coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the strap of His sandals; He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. “His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into His barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” So 
with many other exhortations he proclaimed the gospel to the people. But when Herod the tetrarch was 
reproved by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and because of all the wicked things which 
Herod had done, Herod also added this to them all: he locked John up in prison. Now it happened that 
when all the people were being baptized, Jesus was also baptized, and while He was praying, heaven 
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove, and a voice came out 
of heaven, “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased.””
(Luke 3:1–22 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Luke_3:1

“And the disciples of John reported to him about all these things. Summoning two of his disciples, John
sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are You the One who is to come, or should we look for someone else?” 
When the men came to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the One 
who is to come, or should we look for someone else?’” At that very time He cured many people of 
diseases and afflictions and evil spirits, and He granted sight to many who were blind. And He 
answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the BLIND 
RECEIVE SIGHT, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the 
POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED TO THEM. “Blessed is he who does not take offense at 
Me.” And when the messengers of John had left, He began to speak to the crowds about John, “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to behold? A reed shaken by the wind? “But what did you go out to 

https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Luke_3:1


see? A man dressed in soft garments? Behold, those who are splendidly clothed and live in luxury are 
found in royal palaces! “But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and even more 
than a prophet. “This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF YOU, 
WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY BEFORE YOU.’ “I say to you, among those born of 

women there is no one greater than John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
And when all the people and the tax collectors heard this, they acknowledged God’s justice, having 
been baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees and the scholars of the Law rejected God’s 
purpose for themselves, not having been baptized by John. “To what then shall I compare the men of 
this generation, and what are they like? “They are like children, sitting in the marketplace and calling to
one another, who say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did
not cry.’ “For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He has a 
demon!’ “The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ “Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” Now 
one of the Pharisees was asking Him to eat with him, and He entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined 
at the table. And behold, there was a woman in the city who was a sinner. And when she learned that 
He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume. And 
standing behind Him at His feet, crying, she began to wet His feet with her tears. And she kept wiping 
them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume. Now when 
the Pharisee, who had invited Him, saw this, he said to himself, saying, “If this man were a prophet He 
would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner.””
(Luke 7:18–39 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Luke_7:18

“And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He questioned 
them, saying, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” And they answered and said, “John the Baptist, and 
others say Elijah, but others, that one of the prophets of old has risen again.” And He said to them, “But
who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered and said, “The Christ of God.” But He warned them 
and directed them not to tell this to anyone, saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed and be raised up on the third day.””
(Luke 9:18–22 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Luke_9:18

““I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! “But I have a 
baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is finished! “Do you think that I came to grant 
peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division; for from now on five members in one household will 
be divided, three against two and two against three. “They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” And He was also saying to the crowds, 
“When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is coming,’ and so it 
happens. “And when you see a south wind blowing, you say, ‘It will be a hot day,’ and it happens. “You
hypocrites! You know how to examine the appearance of the earth and the sky, but why do you not 
examine this present time? “And why do you not even judge for yourselves what is right? “For while 
you are going with your opponent to appear before the magistrate, on your way there make an effort to 
settle with him, so that he may not drag you before the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer,
and the officer throw you into prison. “I say to you, you will not get out of there until you have paid the
last lepton.””
(Luke 12:49–59 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Luke_12:49
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“And it happened that on one of the days while He was teaching the people in the temple and 
proclaiming the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up to Him, and they 
spoke, saying to Him, “Tell us by what authority You are doing these things, or who is the one who 
gave You this authority?” And Jesus answered and said to them, “I will also ask you a question, and 
you tell Me: “Was the baptism of John from heaven or from men?” And they reasoned among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ “But if we 
say, ‘From men,’ all the people will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” 
So they answered that they did not know where it came from. And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I do these things.””
(Luke 20:1–8 Legacy Standard Bible)
https://accordance.bible/link/read/LSB#Luke_20:1
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